
2021 LEGISLATIVE CHANGES – SB 202
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2021



This Act shall be known and may be cited as the “Election Integrity Act of 2021.”  

{SB 202 Passed March 2021}

By: Senators Burns of 23rd, Miller of the 49th, Dugan of the 30th, Ginn of the 47th, Anderson of the 24th, 
and others.

This power-point is intended to be used as outreach material and serves as a “brief overview of SB 202”

Overview of Senate Bill 202



How Senate Bill 202 and new SEB rules 

pertaining to SB 202will impact voting in Georgia

Completely revise elections and voting 

to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of 

O.C.G.A. 



Voted to post rules for public 

comment and reconvene in 30 days 

to consider adopting such rules



SEB – PROPOSED SEVERAL 

CHANGES TO SENATE BILL 202 

FOR CONSIDERATION – PUBLIC 

COMMENTS – POSSIBLEADOPTED 

INTO LAW

AFTER NEW LAWS AND RULES ARE 

ADOPTED, THEY WILL BE PROVIDED 

AT FUTURE SEB MEETINGS

SEB





STATE ELECTION BOARD HAS 
IMPLEMENTED NEW 

LEGISLTATION FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF AN ELECTION REVIEW PANELS 

(INDEPENDENT PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW BOARD) – WHICH WILL 

CONSIST OF (3) COMPETENT 
PERSONS

(1) Employee of the SOS Elections 
Division & (2) Local Elections Officials 
(except from the municipality which is 

under review.  

FOR GA ELECTIONS OFFICES TO 
UNDERGO PERFORMANCE 
REVIEWS FOR ELECTIONS 

SUPERINTENDENTS  

(BOARD MEMBERS), DIRECTORS, 
AND SUPERVISORS

WHEN ISSUES ARE REPORTED, 
THEY WILL PERFORM 

INVESTIGATE AND EVALUATE 
LOCAL ELECTIONS OFFICIALS

*Technical Competency, Maintenance 
and Operation of Elections Equipment, 

Proper oversight and any issue regarding 
compliance with state law.  Will be 

required to issue findings with the SOS, 
SEB, and local governing authority.

State Election Board – SEB



SEB MEETINGS

https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/state_election_board

It is vitally important that 

all staff members attend the 

SEB meetings to learn 

about new legislation and 

approved rules

SEB Cases (Hearings)

Listening to the SEB cases 

will help you to be proactive 

with putting guidelines and 

best practices in place to 

mitigate compliance and 

legal issues



https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/state_election_board

https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/state_election_board






❑ A Local government “shall 
not” expend any public funds 
for attorney’s fees or expenses 
of litigation relating to the 
proceedings initiated to the 
extent such fees and expenses.

❑ Nothing shall be construed to 
prohibit an insurance 
provider from covering 
attorney’s fees or expenses of 
litigation under an insurance 
policy.

❑ Any suspended 
superintendent who is 
reinstated by the SEB may be 
reimbursed by the local 
government for reasonable 
attorney’s fees and related 
expenses incurred in 
pursuing such reinstatement.



SB 202 – SECTION 15

❑Voter Challenges – (No limit on challenges to 

voter registration)

❑Timeline for challenges to voter registration

SB 202 – SECTION 16

❑Voter Eligibility – (No limit on challenges to voter 

eligibility)

❑Deadline for challenges to voter eligibility





• One of the biggest changes to Georgia voting laws 
2021 has to do with mail-in absentee voting. An 
estimated 1.3 million voters used that method in 
the November 2020 polls.

• In the new law, individuals aged 65 and over, in the 
military, living overseas, or those with a disability will 
still be able to apply for a ballot once during the election 
cycle. 

• However, the earliest they can send in their mail-in 
request is 11 weeks before the election date, as 
opposed to six months prior, as was previously the 
case. This cuts the request window by more than half.

• Additionally, the deadline by which an application 
needs to be completed and returned has been moved up 
as well. Voters are now required to return the completed 
application two Fridays before the election date instead 
of the Friday before Election Day, as was previously the 
case.

Exception can be made only for a hospitalized voter.

Changes in 
verification of 

absentee ballot 
applications

O.C.G.A. 

21-2-381

21-2-219

https://laws101.com/vote-by-mail-2020-presidential-election/


SB 202 – SECTION 25   (Deadlines for the November 2, 2021, Special Election)

Amends the window for the start of accepting absentee ballots to 78 days prior to the 
election

❑ Important that the exact acceptance date is available in case someone asks

❑What is the 78th day before the November election?  Monday, August 16, 2021 

❑ (Are weekends and holidays included?) YES….

Places a deadline for receiving absentee ballot applications at least 11 days prior to the 
election 

❑ What is the 11th, day prior to the election to stop receiving absentee ballot applications? Friday, 
October 22, 2021

❑ (Are weekends and holidays included?) YES….

Creates a new standard absentee ballot application (Make sure all workers understand 
how to complete the absentee ballot application and have a current list of other 
acceptable IDs. 

❑ Georgia Driver’s License Number

❑ State ID Number

Prohibits governments from mailing absentee ballot applications to voter’s who have not 
requested them



THE APPEARANCE OF THE ABSENTEE 

BALLOT AND ENVELOPE

The newly enacted voting laws in the state also 

affect the way the absentee ballots and envelopes 

look. 

According to the Georgia Election Integrity Act of 

2021, each absentee ballot will be printed on a 

special security paper. The voter’s precinct and ID 

will appear at the top of the ballot.

Once the voter fills in the circles to vote for their 

chosen candidate, they’re required to place the ballot 

in the envelope it came with, which will have their 

name, signature, and driver’s license number, state 

ID number, or the last four digits of their Social 

Security Number. 

To protect the voter’s privacy, all sensitive 

information will be hidden once they seal the 

envelope.

https://sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/absentee_voting_in_georgia



https://securevotega.com/secureabsentee/

https://securevotega.com/secureabsentee/


➢ This is NOT an official government publication; and 

➢ was NOT provided to you by any government entity; and this is NOT a ballot.

➢ It is being distributed by {“name and address of the person, organization, or other entity distributing such document 

or material}

Any application for an absentee ballot sent to any elector by any person or entity must utilize the 
form of the application made available by the Secretary of State and must clearly and prominently 

disclose on the face of the form the following information:

1.  A sufficient font size to be clearly readable by the recipient of the communication; and

2.  Contained in a printed box set apart from the other contents of the communication; and

3.  Printed with a reasonable degree of color contrast between the background and the printed disclaimer.

The disclaimer required shall be:









New application for requesting an Official Absentee Ballot (Front and Back)



FRONT PAGE







BACK PAGE



ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF IDENTIFICATION











New Absentee Ballot Envelope



Your return postage should
be at least .73 cents

New Absentee Ballot Return Envelope

Print your name 
& address

Macon-Bibb County Board of Elections

P. O. Box 6297

Macon, GA 31208 Do Not Put More Than 1 Ballot Inside

Your Absentee Ballot Return Envelope

FRONT



Absentee Ballot Must Be 

Returned By 7:00 p.m.

Election Day (Nov. 2, 2021)

BACK

If someone assists you with your 

absentee ballot, they must print their 

name on the back of the envelope



INSIDE FLAP 
(THE VOTER OATH)

THE VOTER OATH MUST BE 
SIGNED 

AND THE REQUIRED 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

MUST BE INCLUDED



After you have enclosed your voted absentee 

ballot and completed the required information 

and signature(s) on the absentee ballot envelope, 

remove the adhesive strips to secure your 

information on the inside flap of the envelope



UNSOLICITED ABSENTEE BALLOT 

APPLICATIONS AND NEW THIRD-PARTY 

RULES

According to the new law provisions, local and state 

governments are now prohibited from sending 

unsolicited applications. 

Any person applying for an absentee-by-mail ballot 

shall make application “in writing” on the form made 

available by the Secretary of State.

Additionally, third-party entities that send out 

applications must ensure they’re clearly marked in a 

legible font, stating that the applications are not 

official government publications and that they are 

not ballots. The Act also requires them to clearly state 

the name of the entity sending the blank request.

The third-party group rules also prohibit them from 

sending applications to voters who have already 

requested or cast an absentee ballot. The law imposes 

stiff penalties for each duplicate they send out.

A blank application for absentee ballot shall be made 

available online by the SOS, election superintendent, and 

registrar, but “neither” the SOS, election superintendent, 

board of registrars, other governmental entity, nor employee 

shall send absentee ballot applications directly to any 

elector “except upon request.” 

An authorized relative may make a request on behalf of the 

elector.

Submitting false information on an application for an 

absentee ballot shall be a violation of Code Sections:

O.C.G.A. 21-2-560 and 21-2-571



Assisting an illiterate or physically disabled elector



No person or entity other than a relative authorized to request an absentee ballot for an elector 

or a person signing as assisting an illiterate or physically disabled elector can send an elector 

an absentee ballot application “that is prefilled with the elector’s required information.”

No person or entity other than the elector, a relative authorized to request an absentee ballot for 

an elector, a person signing as assisting an illiterate or physically disabled elector with an 

application, a common carrier (mail person) charged with returning the ballot application, an 

absentee ballot clerk, a registrar, or a law enforcement officer in the course of an investigation 

shall handle or return an elector’s completed absentee ballot application.

Unauthorized handling of a completed absentee ballot application

Handling a completed absentee ballot application by any person or entity other than as 

allowed is a “misdemeanor.”













Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202
POLLING PLACE PRIVACY ISSUES – SECTION 48

“§21-2-413, no person shall intentionally observe an elector while casting a ballot in a manner that 

would allow such person to see  for whom or what the elector is voting. 

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a 

felony”

Risk of felony for poll workers, voters, and poll watchers

• Dominion touchscreens hard not to see.

• SOS guidance to arrange for privacy not always 

feasible.

• Privacy issues more complex when polling places are 

crowded.





Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202
POLLING PLACE PRIVACY ISSUES 

Poll workers must avoid even the appearance of looking at ballots onscreen or at scanning stations



Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202

The Secretary of State is to provide training material











Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202



Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202



Brief Overview of Senate Bill 202















§ 1-4-1. Public and legal holidays; leave for observance of 

religious holidays not specifically provided for

Second and Third Saturdays now required

9am-5pm Monday-Saturday; excluding State observed 

holidays 

2021 STATE HOLIDAYS 

Advanced Voting 

Revision to 21-2-385(a) and (d) Section 28 Lines 1446-

1558

According to SB 202

No Advance in-person voting will 

be conducted on days with are 

“State Holidays” in Georgia



Important Dates and Deadlines for the November 2, 2021 

Special Election (Other Local Option Sales Tax – OLOST) – For Bibb County Voters 

Election Day

(Other Special 

Option Sales Tax)

Registration 

Deadline

Deadline to Request an Absentee Ballot 

Application to Vote By Mail

In-Person Advance Voting 

(Begins – Ends)

According to SB 202       

On State Holidays there 

will be no In-Person Voting

Voting  Hours

Nov. 2, 2021 Oct. 4, 2021 Oct. 22, 2021 Oct. 12 – 29, 2021 Columbus Day Holiday                

Oct. 11, 2021

8:30a – 5:30p

Mandatory Saturday Voting   

Oct. 16 & 23, 2021

9:00a – 5:00p

Advance Voting Locations

Macon-Bibb County Board of Elections office

Elaine Lucas Senior Center

**Theron Ussery Recreation Center is not available for advance voting 

due to ongoing construction**




