	

	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent in observing the month of January 2024 as Birth Defects Awareness Month; and


	WHEREAS, Birth defects strike an estimated 1 in 33 babies born in the United States each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and


	WHEREAS, Birth defects are a leading cause of death in the first year of life, associated with 20 percent of infant deaths nationwide; and


	WHEREAS, in Georgia, 3,800 babies are born with birth defects each year and 1 in 6 infant deaths in Georgia is due to birth defects; and


	WHEREAS, birth defects can occur in any family regardless of race, ethnicity, health history or economic status; and


	WHEREAS, the aim of Birth Defects Awareness Month is to inform Americans that awareness of birth defects helps families get the information they need to seek proper care before, during and after pregnancy; and


	WHEREAS, through birth defects prevention and community awareness, an important opportunity exists to unite the citizens of central Georgia to prevent infant deaths,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim January 2024, as:



	“BIRTH DEFECTS AWARENESS MONTH”



	in Macon-Bibb County, I urge all central Georgians to familiarize themselves with the risk factors associated with birth defects and preventative prenatal care so that we might save the lives of more babies.

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of January 2024.
____________________________
Lester M. Miller

Mayor


