	

	

	

	WHEREAS, in 1916, Ellen Washington Bellamy donated $50,000 for the site on the corner of Washington Avenue and College Street, known as Washington Place, for the construction of a new library to be built in memory of her brother, Hugh Vernon Washington with the cornerstone being laid on April 26, 1919; and


	WHEREAS, on November 28, 1923, the Washington Memorial Library, designed by Nisbet and Dunwoody was opened to the public; and


	WHEREAS, in 1923 the Genealogy & Historical Room, sponsored by the Mary Hammond Washington Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, opened in the library; and


	WHEREAS, in 1927 the Children’s Room, sponsored by the Macon Lions Club, opened on the first floor facing College Street; and


	WHEREAS, changes made to the library starting in 1959, included 3,000 square feet addition using bonds issued by the city of Macon in 1956 and in 1970 the Amelia Hutchings Library collection was merged into the Washington Memorial Library collection; and


	WHEREAS, 1976 the library was remodeled and the land adjacent to it was purchased for expansion and parking and by 1979 the library was enlarged to its current size of 50,000 square feet; and the Middle Georgia Archives became a permanent part of the library in 1983; and


	WHEREAS, from 2005 to 2011, the library underwent extensive renovations and reopened with service -enhancing modifications, including a state-of-the-art computer lab and study rooms, new furnishings and lighting, and wireless internet; and



	WHEREAS, in 2017 the Washington Memorial Library was named one of the ten most beautiful libraries in Georgia; and in 2018, the Business and Nonprofit Center, provided with funding from the Community Foundation of Central Georgia and the Knight Foundation, was established on the second floor of the library to support the research and development needs of individual’s and organizations’ nonprofits and entrepreneurial endeavors; and


	WHEREAS, in 2021 the Memory Lab opened on the second floor, enabling the preservation of community members’ memories through equipment capable of digitizing home movies, scanning photographs, and converting audio-visual content images from legacy media to digital; and



	WHEREAS, to date, the Washington Memorial Library continues to serve as the central hub of operations for the Middle Georgia Regional Library System, providing excellent services and materials to all people,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim November 7, 2023, as:



	“washington memorial library centennial day”



	in Macon-Bibb County, I call upon the people of Macon, GA to join me in congratulating Washington Memorial Library on its Centennial Anniversary and encourage everyone to visit there during the upcoming celebrations and to take advantage of its resources. Thank you to librarians and library workers for making access to information and resources available to all who walk through the library’s doors.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of November 2023.
_________________________________
Lester M. Miller

Mayor


