	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join the Otis Redding Foundation in honoring Germany-based American conductor Roderick Cox; and


	WHEREAS, Roderick Cox is the son of Robert, Sr. and Brenda Cox born and raised in Macon, Georgia where he attended Macon-Bibb public schools; and


	WHEREAS, in public school, Roderick was edged toward drums, but taught himself piano he became involved with the Otis Redding Foundation and was gifted a French horn from Zelma Redding paving his way to attend the attend Schwob School of Music at Columbus State University; and


	WHEREAS, Roderick later attended graduate school at Northwestern University where he pursued a degree in conducting under the mentorship of Victor Yampolsky and Mallory Thompson and that inspired him to become a professional conductor; and


	WHEREAS, after graduating from graduate school Roderick found a position with the Alabama Symphony officially beginning his conducting career; and

	WHEREAS, Roderick Cox conducted the Northwestern University's various classical ensembles including the university's symphony orchestra, he was an assistant conductor with the Alabama Symphony Orchestra after graduating from Northwestern University, he became the music director and principal conductor of the Alabama Symphony Youth Orchestra in 2012 and won the Robert J. Harth Conducting Prize in 2013; and 

	WHEREAS, in 2015, Roderick began working as assistant conductor in the Minnesota Orchestra, followed by the position of associate conductor in 2016 and debuted his subscription concert series in January 2017; and;

	WHEREAS, after leaving the Minnesota Orchestra in 2018, he moved to Berlin, Germany in 2019, and launched the Roderick Cox Music Initiative (RCMI) providing scholarships for young musicians from historically marginalized communities, allowing them to pay for instruments, music lessons and summer camps; and

	WHEREAS, Roderick has received many accolades and recognition and has a documentary Conducting Life which tell about his early beginning to where he is now,

	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim October 16, 2023, as:



	“maestro Roderick Cox Day”



	in Macon-Bibb County, and all citizens are urged to commend him for his love of music and congratulate him for all his achievements.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of October 2023

____________________________
Lester M. Miller

Mayor


