	

	

	WHEREAS, Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network has identified two programs in Macon- Bibb County as Afterschool Community Champions in the 2023 -2024 Class, out of eight for the state, namely, U Create Macon with Charise Stephens-Merriweather as founder and executive director and Girls Dig Deeper Initiative with Najiva Timothee as founder and executive director; and



	WHEREAS, Girls Did Deeper Initiative and U Create Macon stands firmly committed to quality afterschool programs and opportunities because they: 
· Provide safe, challenging, and engaging learning experiences that help youth develop social, emotional, physical and academic skills.

· Support working families by ensuring their children are safe and productive after the regular school day ends.

· Build stronger communities by involving students, parents, business leaders and adult volunteers in the lives of young people, thereby promoting positive relationships among youth, families, adults and organizations.

· Engage families, schools and community partners in advancing the welfare of our children; and



	WHEREAS, Girls Did Deeper Initiative and U Create Macon have provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education and well-being of our youth, grounded in the principle that quality afterschool programs are key to helping our children become successful adults.  Girls Dig Deeper Initiative and U Create Macon believe in the power of mentoring by providing the support and guidance all young girls and boys need to dig deep and create within themselves to maximize their full potential; and


	WHEREAS, Lights on Afterschool, the national celebration of afterschool programs held this year on October 26, 2023, promotes the importance of quality afterschool programs in the lives of children, families and communities and U Create Macon; and
 

	WHEREAS, Girls Did Deeper Initiative and U Create Macon urge the citizens of Macon-Bibb County to ensure that every child has access to a safe, engaging place to go after school,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim October 26, 2023, as:



	“lights on afterschool day”



	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all citizens to commit to innovative afterschool programs and activities that ensure that the lights stay on and the doors stay open for all children and youth after school.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of October 2023.
____________________________
Lester M. Miller

Mayor


