	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Nicole Persley, in remembering her great uncle Louis "Leo" Hudson Persley who was the first state board registered Black architect in Georgia, during the Jim Crow era; and


	WHEREAS, Louis Persley one of four sons born to T.K. and Maxine and Persley, in Macon, Georgia, in 1888, he grew up on Madison Street in Macon’s Pleasant Hill community, one of Georgia’s most historic African American neighborhoods; and


	WHEREAS, in 1908, Louis Persley graduated from one of the Nation's first HBCU Lincoln University, then continued higher education studying architecture and mechanical drawing in Pittsburgh at Carnegie's Architecture post grad program; and


	WHEREAS, Louis Persley was personally hired by Booker T. Washington to join the faculty and help design and construct Tuskegee's Institute campus and it was there that he partnered with fellow faculty member Robert Taylor and together they founded the nation's first Black architecture firm "Taylor and Persley" in July of 1920; and


	WHEREAS, Louis Presley designed a significant number of AME church buildings, one of which became a designated meeting spot for Martin Luther King, Jr., and his activists before one of his famous oratories and peaceful demonstration arrest in Americus Georgia; and


	WHEREAS, Louis died on July 13, 1932, and was laid to rest in Macon's Pleasant Hill Linwood Cemetery, an important community landmark and sacred historical ground, 

	

	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim July 13, 2023, as:



	“Louis “Leo” Hudson Persley Day”



	in Macon-Bibb County, and all citizens are urged pay tribute to him on the anniversary date of his death, keeping his legacy alive and for being such a phenomenal architect and historical personality.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of July 2023

_____________________________

Lester M. Miller

Mayor


