	

	

	WHEREAS, Bebe Moore Campbell, an acclaimed African American author, educator and journalist, fought to increase awareness and decrease the stigma surrounding mental health in both minority and underserved communities; and


	WHEREAS, in 2008, Congressional Leaders designated July as Bebe Moore Campbell National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month, which many now commemorate and recognize as Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) Mental Health Awareness Month; and


	WHEREAS, the prevalence of mental health conditions in BIPOC populations is due to, but not limited to, historical and generational trauma associated with systematic and institutional racism, acculturation, isolation, religious intolerance, stereotyping, and rejection – all of which must be opposed on every level; and

	WHEREAS, it is imperative that all Maconites work together to defeat the stigma, beliefs, and attitudes towards those living with mental health conditions so that more individuals will take the necessary steps to obtain the care that they deserve; and

	WHEREAS, public education campaigns and access to resources play a critical role in helping BIPOC individuals realize that it is ok to seek help and that a mental health condition should never define by anyone,

	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim July 2023, as:



	“BLACK, INDIGENOUS, PEOPLE OF COLOR MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH”


	in Macon-Bibb County, and I call this observance to the attention of all our citizens.



	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of July 2023

_________________________

Lester M. Miller

Mayor


