	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon Bibb County, I am pleased to join with Kwanzaa Cultural Access Center, Inc., and Macon Black Culture’s emancipation celebration Juneteenth, which is the oldest known commemoration for the ending of slavery in the United States; and

 

	WHEREAS, this celebration is also known as “Emancipation Day,” “Emancipation Celebration,” “Freedom Day,” and “Juneteenth Independence Day;” and


	WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865, when Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war was ended and the enslaved African Americans were now free; and


	WHEREAS, this important news was not received by many until two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation -which had become official on January 1, 1863; and


	WHEREAS, thousands of black people were enslaved in Macon, Georgia until slavery was forcibly ended on April 20, 1869, with the surrender of Confederate forces to the Union troops of General James H. Wilson in Macon; and


	WHEREAS, local non-profit organizations Macon Black Culture, Kwanzaa Cultural Access Center, Inc. and Torchlight Academy, Inc. has partnered with the MLK Board to host the Inaugural Juneteenth Parade in Downtown Macon, on Monday June 19, 2023; and


	WHEREAS, these groups are also hosting a Macon, Georgia Juneteenth Week, June 11th through 19th, presenting many quality-of-life enriching experiences for local families and the Middle Georgia community; and 


	WHEREAS, the Juneteenth Freedom Festival, was created to awaken the Black American Community to its history in Macon, the State of Georgia and the world.


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim June 19th, 2023, as:


	“JUNETEENTH OBSERVANCE DAY”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and all citizens are urged to join me in remembering this historic day in African American history and to celebrate it with appropriate activities.

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of June 2023.

____________________________
Lester M. Miller 
Mayor


