	

	

	WHEREAS, the citizens of Macon, Bibb County in the state of Georgia stand firmly committed to quality afterschool programs and opportunities because they:

· Equip children with the social, physical and academic skills that have been shown to make students 12.6 percent more likely to graduate in the state of Georgia and pursue careers in workforce of tomorrow.
· Support working families by keeping their children safe and productive while they work, saving parents an average of eight workdays per year.

· Build stronger communities by involving students, parents, business leaders and adult volunteers in the lives of young people, thereby promoting positive relationships and dramatically reducing the risk of addiction to drugs and alcohol.

· Engage families, schools and community partners in advancing not only children’s welfare, but also that of the community itself. For every $1.00 invested in afterschool in Georgia, the return on investment is equal to $2.64.



	WHEREAS, Girls Dig Deeper Initiative has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education and well-being of our youth through mentoring and positive youth development grounded in the principle that quality afterschool programs are key to helping our children become successful adults; and


	WHEREAS, Lights on Afterschool, the national celebration of afterschool programs held this year on October 28, 2021, promotes the importance of quality after school programs in the lives of children, families and communities; and


	WHEREAS, more than 315,000 of Georgia’s youth are alone and unsupervised between the hours of 3 and 6 PM, the peak hours of juvenile crime and experimentation with drugs, alcohol, cigarettes and sex; and


	WHEREAS, many afterschool programs across the country are facing severe funding shortfalls exacerbated by the pandemic and are being forced to close their doors and turn off their lights; and


	+WHEREAS, the city of Macon-Bibb is committed to investing in the health and safety of all young people by providing expanded learning opportunities that will help close the achievement gap and prepare young people to compete in the global economy,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim October 28, 2021, as:

	“LIGHTS ON AFTERSCHOOL DAY”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I enthusiastically endorse this program and commit our community to engage in innovative afterschool programs and activities that ensure the lights stay on and the doors stay open for all children after school. 

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of October 2021.

____________________________
Lester M. Miller 
Mayor


